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In late January, Guatemala's Human Rights Ombudsman and the US State Department released
their annual reports for 1992 on the human rights situation in Guatemala. Both studies recognize
some improvements over 1991 and credit President Jorge Serrano's administration with attempting
to promote respect for civil liberties. Nevertheless, the reports say excessive abuses continue, and
both emphasize that military impunity still reigns in all those cases in which Army personnel are
suspected of human rights violations. Both reports will be reviewed along with testimonies and
other evidence during the upcoming examination of the Guatemalan case at the UN's annual
human rights hearings in Geneva, which began on Jan. 27. Sharp criticism of Guatemala is expected
this year, encouraging Serrano to launch an intense diplomatic campaign in January to lobby
for foreign support his administration's efforts to achieve a peace accord with the Guatemalan
guerrillas, arguing that the war is the central source of human rights violations in Guatemala (see
related article on peace process in this issue). Copies of the State Department report were issued by
the US Embassy in Guatemala City on Jan. 27. According to the report, during the first six months
of 1992, a total of 40 political murders and 228 "extrajudicial killings" took place. The report states
that many of those killings were committed by members of government security forces, or by groups
linked to the military, such as the civil defense patrols (Patrullas de Autodefensa Civil, PAC). In
addition the State Department document cited repeated threats and attacks against human rights
organizations and activists, persecution of the media, ongoing discrimination against the country's
indigenous majority (which inhibits increased political participation by indians), and manipulation
of the justice system for political ends. On Jan. 28, Human Rights Ombudsman Ramiro de Leon
Carpio presented congress with the report drafted by his office for 1992. Like the State Department
document, Carpio's report recognized certain achievements and improvements in comparison with
1991. However, after citing a long list of abuses, Carpio concluded that "it is not possible to speak
of the strengthening of a democratic process while violations of the most fundamental rights of the
population continue." Following are highlights of the Ombudsman report: * During 1992, De Leon
Carpio's office received 387 complaints of "extrajudicial killings," down from 553 complaints in 1991.
The majority of the 1992 cases are still under investigation, but so far, Ombudsman inquiries have
already concluded that Guatemalan security forces are responsible for 36 "extrajudicial killings,"
while rebels from the Guatemalan National Revolutionary Unity (Unidad Revolucionaria Nacional
Guatemalteca, URNG) are responsible for 12. * The office received a total of 99 reports of forced
disappearance during 1992. While most of those cases are still under investigation as well, of ten
confirmed cases, six were attributed to the rebels and four to the security forces. * Among other 1992
cases which his office is investigating, De Leon Carpio mentioned 83 arbitrary detentions, 148 cases
of abuse of authority, and 315 cases of forced recruitment. * The report specifically criticized the
deterioration of relations between the government and the media, condemning the use of threats
and pressures against reporters as practices which limit freedom of expression and undermine the
consolidation of democracy. In conclusion, De Leon Carpio formally called on President Serrano to
draft a timetable for the implementation of measures designed to eliminate human rights abuses,
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particularly forced disappearances, political killings and forced military recruitment. (Sources:
Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 01/27/93, 01/28/93)
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